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aerial imagery found that 700 acres of the city is covered by tree canopy (termed 
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to all areas not occupied by water).  An additional 41% (698 acres) of the city 
could theoretically be improved to support urban tree canopy (termed Possible 
UTC), although the amount of land where it is desirable to plant trees is less. 
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rights-of-way (ROW) contains most of the Possible UTC (29% of all the possible, 
86 acres).  

Given the relatively high amount of  tree canopy in Hyattsville, a strategy is rec-
ommended that maximizes protection and maintenance in combination with 
new plantings and natural regeneration.   The city should consider setting a UTC 
goal and focus on reallocating public agency resources (funds, staff, etc.) to main-
tain its tree canopy.  UTC maintenance will be easiest to make on government 
and institutional lands.  On private lands, a combination of education and out-
reach, landowner and redevelopment incentives, and refocusing of regulatory 
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ture generations.  
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carried out at the request of the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources.  The analysis was performed by the 
Spatial Analysis Laboratory (SAL) of the University of 
�s���Œ�u�}�v�š�[�•�� �Z�µ�����v�•�š���]�v�� �^���Z�}�}�o�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ���v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š�� ���v����
Natural Resources in consultation with the USDA Forest 
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The goal of the project was to apply the USDA Forest 
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ville. The UTC assessment protocols make use of high 
resolution geospatial datasets (aerial imagery, property 
boundaries), enabling UTC metrics  to be computed at 
the parcel level.  UTC metrics provide detailed informa-
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for UTC goal setting. 

This project sought to leverage existing investments in 
geospatial data made by the city, enabling the analysis to 
be completed at a reasonable cost. 
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Readily available land cover datasets lack both the detail and accuracy to effectively map tree canopy in urban areas.  The National Land Cover 
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sented in this report was derived using high resolution (1 meter) imagery acquired in 2007 as part of the National Agriculture Imagery Program 
(NAIP). State of the art image processing routines were used to automated the development of a high  resolution land cover dataset (Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Comparison of the high resolution land cover dataset developed as part of this project to the National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD). 


